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Fresh bid
to tackle
war time
shipwreck

Maths genius
A 10-YEAR-OLD was among the
youngest in the country to pass
his maths GCSE.

Daniel Dawson from
Eastchurch sat the exam six
years early after teachers at the
village school noticed his
amazing mathematical potential.

Find out more on page 3

Vet vouchers
STAFFORDSHIRE bull terriers
are being put down because
homes cannot be found for
them.

To halt the increase in the
number being abandoned, the
RSPCA is offering owners a cut-
price neutering voucher.

Full story page 5

Lost at sea

ACTOR Timothy Spall was all at
sea when he had to be rescued
after getting lost on The River
Medway, not far from Iwade.

The RNLI came to his aid after
his night-time navigation skills let
him down.

Full story page 7

Turbine views
WIND turbine manufacturer
Vestas wants people’s opinions
on its plans to build a factory in
Sheer ness.

Up to 2,000 jobs could be
created if the firm comes to the
island and it is holding a series of
roadshow events.

Full story page 7
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And they’re off in
the donkey derby

Petition to deal with explosives

First past the post: Riders compete in the Isle of Sheppey Round
Ta b l e ’s donkey derby Picture by Tony Butler GITB20110828E-076_C

Turn to page 3

150 pairs of show
tickets to be won

Pupils celebrate
re c o rd re s u l t s

Page 10 PAGE 10 and 11

YOU would have hit the jackpot if
you bet on a great day out on
S u n d ay, as more than 1,800 people
trotted along to the Donkey
D e r by.

Eight races were fiercely
fought with crowds spurring the
young jockeys on, and £2,500 was
raised for charity.

Report by Jim Palmer

jim.palmer@KRNmedia.co.uk

A PETITION has been launched
urging the Government to
remove the wreck of the SS
Richard Montgomery or make it
s a f e.

The American Liberty ship
was sunk off the coast of Sheer-
ness on August 20, 1944 with 1,400
tonnes of explosives on board,
and many still believe it poses a
threat to people living on the
island.

Optimistic
Semi-retired electrical engin-

eer Ron Angel created an e-peti-
tion which he hopes people will
sign.

While he is not optimistic his
campaign will attract the 100,000
signatures necessary to force a
debate on the issue in the House
of Commons, he hopes to move

the debate about the ship for-
ward. Londoner Mr Angel said:
“If we get 20,000 signatures then it
will show something needs to be
done about it.”

He added: “I want to get
something done about the thing
before it is too late. No one is
doing anything about it and
everybody is just hoping it will go
away, but it is not.

“This has been going on 67
years. It has been sitting there
and it could go off at any time.”

Mr Angel has been researching
the ship for 20 years and runs a
website – w w w. s s r i ch a rd m o n t
gomery.com – dedicated to it.

He said that in order to move
the wreck or to make it safe, an

Unsafe? The SS Richard Montgomery sank with 1,400 tonnes of
explosives on board in 1944

Full coverage on page 4
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Report by Jim Palmer

jim.palmer@KRNmedia.co.uk

A MATHS whizz is one of the
youngest in Kent to have gained a top
grade in the GCSE exam, aged just
10.

While most boys his age prefer
their Pi with mash, Chelsea fan
Daniel Dawson sat his maths exam
six years early.

On Thursday Daniel, of Anne
Boleyn Close in Eastchurch, joined
more than 300 teenagers at Sheppey
Academy to pick up his results
and got a B – better than a lot of
1 6 - ye a r- o l d s.

The result was a welcome p re s e n t
for his mum, Anne, whose birthday
was on results day.

She said: “I am really proud of him.
He has always shown ability from a
very early age. He has something
explained to him and he can just do it.
There is no grey area.”

Neither Anne nor Daniel’s father,
Steven, who manages Cains Amuse-
ments in Leysdown, lay claim to the
maths genes, Anne said.

When he is not a school, his parents
said Daniel is just like any boy his
a g e.

Nor mal
Anne said: “He loves football and

plays for Range Rovers under-11s. He
does maths when he is at school and
apart from that he is a normal 10-year-
old boy, which is important for us as a
f amily.”

Last November, Eastchurch
Primary School head teacher Pauline
Shipley arranged for him to take
maths lessons at the academy.

Anne, herself a qualified teacher
who manages the nursery at the
Warden Road school, said the staff
had been “f antastic” with her son,
after identifying him as a gifted pupil
while he was still in reception class,
aged just 5.

She said: “They had everything in
place for him. It was really helpful. It
meant I could relax. I didn’t have to
fight to get what was right for my son,
which was nice.

“You hear about families that have
had to do it all by themselves but we
have been really lucky. Mrs Shipley
and the staff have always looked to do
the best for Daniel.”

Next term Daniel, who aspires to be
an accountant, will leave his old class-
mates behind and become a fully-
fledged Sheppey Academy pupil a
year early, in Shurland school.

Anne said: “He is above average in
all subjects and hopefully he can
thrive with the right support.”
■ For more GCSE results coverage
turn to pages 10 and 11

Man crushed by boats
A MAN was taken to hospital after he was crushed
between two boats.

The 57-year-old man was manoeuvring his boat at
Queenborough all-tide landing when he slipped into
the water between two boats at 10.10am on Monday.

The Coastguard and the ambulance were called and
the man was taken to hospital to be checked over, but
was thought to have suffered only bruising.

Meanwhile, four sailors had to swim ashore after
their boat started taking on water off Leysdown.

The coastguard was called at 1.20pm on Monday
but the crew managed to swim safely to shore on their
own. The coastguard helped to recover the boat when
the tide receded.

Maths genius passes
GCSE six years early
10-year-old Daniel is delighted with his B grade

Petition over explosives on war wreck

News

Clever boy: Eastchurch Primary pupil Daniel Dawson, 10, made parents Anne and Steven proud with his maths GCSE
GIPM20110829L-005_C
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enclosure known as a cofferdam
would need to be built around the ship
and the water drained out.

In addition to the expense of the
major operation, Mr Angel said the
risk of exposing the explosives to the
air would mean Sheppey would need
to be evacuated throughout the three
months he thinks it would take.

A spokesman for the Department
for Transport, which is responsible for
the wreck, said: “Our current man-
agement regime is one of monitoring
and non-intervention, together with
frequent surveys of the wreck and the
surrounding seabed.

Zone
“Consequently protection of the

wreck is maintained by a no-entry

exclusion zone and by marking the
location of the wreck as a hazard to
shipping.

“It also continues to be monitored 24
hours a day by radar, and is regularly
surveyed to establish the current state
of the wreck and the surrounding
a re a .

“In addition, the need for future
limited intervention measures is kept
under review.”

■ You can put your name on the
petition by going to http://
e p e t i t i o n s . d i re c t . g o v. u k / p e t i t i o n s /
13021. A talk about the SS Richard
Montgomery, called The Wreck, will
take place from 7.30pm on Friday,
September 9 at Blue Town Heritage
Centre, as part of the Sheerness
Promenade festival. For more
information or to book tickets call
01795 662981.


